General information of Ethiopian Evangelical church Mekane Yesus
Western Wollega Bethel Synod (EECMY-WWBS) -- Ethiopia

1. Ethiopia:*
- Area: 435,184 sq. miles, some what smaller than Alaska
- Population: 60,000,000 -- the second populous country in Africa
- Population growth: 3.1% per year
- Religion: 60 % Christian
- Per Capita income: 133 USD
- Family size: 6-7 person/family
- Infant and under five mortality rate per 1000 births were estimated (1994) to be
118 and 173, respectively
- Accessibility to health services, safe water and sanitation were 46, 25, and 19
percent, respectively.
- Gross enrollment ratio (GER) in primary, junior and secondary schools were
21.70, 19.85 and 9.58 percent, respectively.
=>Unemployment, health problems poor infrastructure development,
chronic food insecurity are the main features of the country.
=>These social and economic indicators determine the level of the country’s
self reliance and/or dependency syndrome
*Source: The 1994 census of Ethiopia and The New York Times 1998 Almanac
2. The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) was formed in
1959, as the result of work by German, Norwegian, Swedish and north American
Lutheran missions

=>Mekane Yesus means “dewelling place of Jesus® in Ge'ez, Ethiopia’s old
church language
3. Western Wollega Bethel Synod (WWBS) is located 635 kms away from Addis
Ababa in Western part of the country
=>The inception of WWBS was marked by Evangelical and medical work
started in 1919 by Presbyterian missionary Dr. Tom Lambie.
=>In 1922 Berhane Yesus Elementary school started officially as the first
school in this part of the country by Presbyterian missionaries.
Eventually, BESS came out of it.
=>In 1974, WWBS joined the EECMY to strengthen her cooperation,
withstand persecution of communist regime and carry out her holistic
ministry .






